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an i s s u e t ha t we c ou l d ad d r e s s i f we wo u l d d i v i d e t h e q ue s t i on
or address the ent i re p ro posal. But wha t happened was we
o f f e r e d a b r ac k e t i n s t an t l y , i n s t e ad o f h av i n g a n y de b a t e o n t he
p roposa l , an d n ow w e ' r e s i t t i n g h e r e t r y i ng t o f i g h t t he b r a c k e t
instead of trying to talk about the realities of the s tate and
the pr ograms that we have in place and the obligations that we
have committed to. So I rise in opposition to the bracket. I
t h in k t h e v a l i d ap p r o a c h , m y p r e f e r e n c e , wo u l d b e t h a t we wo u l d
discuss the committee amendments. We don 't even ha ve the
committee amendments b e fore us. A nd so the idea xs, is let' s
have t h e c o m mi t t ee am e ndment s c o m e u p . I f y ou wa n t t o s t r i ke
Section 7, offer that amendment, and then let's vote up or down
on that, let's amend that, whatever t ha t. . .whatever t he body
wants t o l o o k l i ke . An d t h e n a t t h e e n d o f t h e d ay , i f we
haven't re so l v e d an y t h i n g , yo u ca n e i t he r of f er t he b r ac k e t ; we
c an n o t mo v e t h e b i l l . Bu t I t h i n k b y do i n g no t h i n g w e ' r e
s t i c k i n g ou r h e a d i n t he sa n d an d a c compl i s h i n g n o t h i n g . A year
from now, we might have k igger problems than we have today, and
it's no dif ferent t han any other problem that we face here in
Nebraska. We need to address the issues in a timely manner. I
think there a re provisions in LB 479 that people can agree on.
I think there's provisions in LB 479, by way of the comm ittee
amendment , t h a t wi l l b e b e n e f i c i a l t o p r ov i d i n g some
clarification and providing some direction for those individuals
seeking to qualify for this program. Now if you don't care then
you can vote to bracket it, but the reality is, is there's more
t o t h e b i l l t ha n wh a t ' s b e i ng d i scu s se d . An d s o , f r om t h a t
standpoint, I strongly urge you, as Senator W e hrbein h as , to
defea t t h e b r a c k e t . Or ma yb e t h e b r ac k e t co u l d b e pu l l e d an d we
coul d a ct u a l l y g e t t o t he c omm i t t e e a m e n dments , I t h i n k t h a t
would b e mo r e t i me l y , a n d we c o u l d o f f e r t h e mo t i o n e i t h e r t o
strike Section 7 of the committee amendments or do other things
that might be beneficial. But I think by b r acketing t his and
doing nothing w e do our citizens, we do the state a disservice
and especially the ethanol opportunities that we do have in this
state, both now and in the future. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BROMM : T hank you , Sen ator E r dman. While t h e
Legislature is in session and capable of transacting business, I
p ropos e t o s i g n a nd do s i g n LB 7 2 , LB 7 2A , L B 2 91 E , LB 3 1 9 E ,
LB 3 3 1 , L B 3 6 5 , L B 37 1 , L B 38 1 , LB 3 8 1A , L B 3 94 E , L B 4 1 8 ,

2967


